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To what extent [do they examine the body to see whether the person is 
yet alive]? Two Amoraim [deal with this question]. 


One of them said, “Up to the nose.” 
The other said, “Up to the belly button.” 


[There is no dispute.] The one who said that they examine the body up 
to the nose speaks of a case in which the body is firm, such that, to be 
certain the individual is dead, we must go ahead and check for 
breathing. 


The one who said that they examine him up to the belly button deals 
with a case in which [the body in general] is soft [to the touch, such 
that it is clear the individual is alive]. 


[G] It has been taught: He who is prompt [about saving life] is 
praiseworthy, he who receives a question in that regard is 
disgraced, and one who raises such a question — lo, this one sheds 
blood [by the delay]. 


[H] Jt has been taught: In any matter involving danger to life, 
one does not say, “Let the matters be done by gentiles or 
children,” but they should be done by adult Israelites [T. 
Shab. 15:15F]. 


[I] M’SH S: A fire broke out in the courtyard of Joseph b. 
Simai of Sihin. The soldiers of the detachment in Sepphoris 
came to put it out, but he did not let them do so. A rain- 
cloud burst and put it out. Sages said, “It was not necessary 
[to behave in such a way].” Even so, after the Sabbath he 
sent each one of them a sela, and to their commander he 
sent fifty denars. Said sages, “It was not necessary to do so” 
[T. Shab. 13:9B]. 


[J] A Nabataean lived in the neighborhood of R. Jonah. A fire 
hit the neighborhood of R. Jonah. The Nabataean went and 
wanted to put it out, but R. Jonah did not let him. 


[K] He said to him, “Because of your fortune, will it hit me? 
[That is, will Jonah agree to pay for any damages suffered 
by the Nabataean?|” 


[L] He said to him, “Yes, [and let it be].” The whole of it was 
saved [by a miracle]. 


[M] R. Yudan of Kepar Ammi spread his cloak over a sheaf 
of wheat, and the fire went away. 


